
        …but how do   
             we get our  
        preschoolers to  
          love reading? 
     - read to your child everyday  
         - set aside family reading time where everyone can read or explore a 
             story book (be a good reading role model!) 
                - take your child to the library and allow him or her to select a  
   book (or books) to read  
                          - do not make reading a punishment! 
                            - visit sites (i.e., farm, museum, baseball field) that you read 
         about in stories 
       - ask questions throughout the story (see reverse side for 
    reading comprehension strategies) 
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We kicked off the month of March by supporting the National Education 

Association’s (NEA) Read Across America Day.  This is a reading celebration 
that takes place on Dr. Seuss's birthday. Throughout the month, we will be 

showing the students how much FUN reading is!  Our students will be learning 
new vocabulary, rhyming words, and all about St. Patrick’s Day while 

engaging in a variety of language-based activities. This issue of Speech and 
Language Corner will focus on the benefits of reading with your child at 

home, ways to check for comprehension, and the precursors to reading. 
 
   

There Was an Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Clover 

By Lucille Colandro 
Reinforces vocabulary, 

sequencing, and predicting 
Core words:  
I, don’t, who   

 

Hop on Pop 
By Dr. Seuss 

 Reinforces  rhyming words,  
spatial concepts 

Core words: 
on, in, we, all 

7 Big Benefits of Reading with Your 
Child 

1. It increases their vocabulary. 
2. It further develops a child’s imagination 

and creativity. 
3. It is vital for developing literacy. 
4. They learn about the world. 
5. They get quality time. 
6. It’s FUN. 
7. They become better readers themselves. 

Books of the  
Month 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Vocabulary  
St. Patrick's Day, Author, Green, Shamrock, Book, Dr. Seuss, Cat in the Hat, Rainbow, Pot 

of Gold, Luck, Clover, Leprechaun, Rhyming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Reading Comprehension Skills 
Evidence-based strategies that have been found to increase reading 

comprehension in young children.  
 

1. Using prior knowledge or real life experiences to make age-appropriate predictions 
(i.e., “first the character put on her hat, mittens, jacket, and boots. What do you 
think she will do next?”) 

2. Answering wh- questions (what, who, where, when, why) throughout a story, using 
illustrative context (i.e., looking at a picture of the character building a snowman, 
ask, “what does she like to do in the snow?”) 

3. Visualizing him- or herself in the story or “act out” a part of the story (i.e., pretend 
you are in the story and have an imaginary snowball fight, or one with cotton balls!) 

4. Monitor and clarify understanding. While reading, pretend that you do not 
understand how the character got there or the sequence of events and have your 
child “fix” your errored thought (i.e., “wait, she had to go to school during the 
snowstorm?”) 

5. Make simple inferences. Talk about the location, time, or activity that isn’t explicitly 
stated in the story (i.e., “if it is snowing, how do you think it feels outside? What 
season is it?”) 

6. Sequence and retell the story. Have your child look at the pictures and retell the 
story in his or her own words. 

Dr. Seuss Books and Speech and Language 
The rhyming and repetitive nature of these books makes them fun to read as well as a 

great tool for developing speech and language skills! Here are a few favorites and the skills 
they address: 

Green Eggs and Ham: rhyming, subjective and possessive pronouns (I, you, mine, etc.), 
modals (could, would, will) 
The Cat in the Hat: action words, rhyming, prepositions (in, on), age-appropriate speech 
sounds (/k/ words) 
The Lorax:  describing, action words, auxiliary verbs (is, are) 
Hop on Pop: rhyming, prepositions (in, on, under, above), action words 
Fox in Socks: regular plural nouns, rhyming, negatives (no, can’t, won’t) 
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